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1. Short historical review

ISO/TC 97 Plenary Meeting of May 14~16, 1986 in washington D.C, decided

to establish a Special Working Group (8WG) on PFunctional

Btandardigation to survey available documentation and make

recommendations to TC 97 for whatever action, if any, is appropriate,

This S5WG held its first and only meeting on October 15-17, 1986 in

Berlin and was attended by 29 representativaes. The recommendations made

by the BWG were laid down in document IBO/TC 97 N 1758 and offered for

letter ballot. The summary of the voting (document ISO/TC 97 N 1844)

indicated a principal agreement to establish a Special Group on

Functional Standardization (EGFS). The TC 97 Advisory Group meeting in

January 20-22, 1987 in London was requested to produce the final text

of the charter for the SGFS. Resolution 15 of this meeting (document

ISO/TC 97 N 1865) adopted as charter for the 8pecial Group the

following items:

1. definition of functional standardization and functional standard)

2. development of a catalogue of functional standards with appropriate
classification;

3. definition of a methodology for achieving functional
standardization;

4. development of a set of operating procedures and assessment of
resources;

5. execution of the review of proposed draft functional standards;

6. consideration of requirements to functional standards on conformance
and maintenancey

7. development of expeditious publication procedure.

The AG recognized that not only I80/TC 97 representatives participate
in the BGFS but also representatives from other organizations with a
special interest in functional standardization. These organizations had
no formal relationship with IS0 at that time. Therefore, the group was
given the - non defined ~ status of "Special Group" whilst the AG also
accepted that the procedures could not be fully defined until the I80
Executive Board and Council would have decided how the cooperation with
the interested organizations was to be established and maintained,

Meanwhile, the ISO/TC 97 Special Group on Functional Standardigzation
has held two meetings:

1. March 9-12, 197 in Eindhoven, 29 representatives

2. September 16-18, 1987 in London, 22 representatives.

The Special Group has established one task group called Functional
Btandards' Taxonomy Group (FS8TG). The Taxonomy Group has held 2
meetingsa:

'. June 22-25, 1987 in wWashinton D.C., 20 representatives

2., September 14-15, 1987 in London, 20 representatives,

The IS0 Council has decided i{n its meeting on Beptember 16-18, 1987 in

Geneva (Resolutions 16 and 17/1987 attached to this report);

1. to approve publication of functional standards as a new type of ISO
document called International Standardized Profile, I8P, with the
status of an International Standard;

2. to establish a special liaison between IS0 and 80 called O8I User
Groups; the first recognized 08I User Groups are COS, EMUG, MAP/TOP,
OSITOP, POSI and SPAG Services; the special liaison with the O8I
User Groups is for the planning and coordination of ISPs)

3. to establish a joint ISO/IEC Information Technology (IT) Resources
Support Group; this Group will provide the primary forum for
executive level dialogue with the major OSI User Groups; for
membership of the joint Group the reader is referred to Annex 3 to
180/Council 1987 - 9,1/1 attached to this report,
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2, Results of the Special Group on Functional Btandardization

Document ISO/TC 97 N 1911 contains the First resolutions of the 86PS.
According to document JTC1 N 14, 22 of the 24 P-members of ISo/TC 97
have approved these resolutions and 5 out of the 22 P-membsrs have
approved with comments., SGFS has accommodated these comments in its
second meeting resulting in a slightly modified set of first
resolutions. A mock-up version of N 1911 has been attached to thia
report to show the modified resolutions.

The main elements of N 1911 are:

1, functional standards will be published by IS0 ag International
Standardized Profiles (ISP) where an ISP is “an internationally
agreed to, harmenized document which identifies a group of
standards, together with options and parameters, necesgary to
accomplish a function or set of functions®. An ISP has a prescribed
format;

2. the outline of a procedure for submission, review and approval of an
IEP. This procedure is set up in such a way that the approval (i,e,
review and balloting) and publication process as performed by ISO is
complementary to the drafting of the technical contents and to the
international harmonization of proposed draft ISPs. Thie drafting
and harmonization activity is done outside the Special Group on
Fupctional Standardization and will mainly be performed by the OS5I
User Groups. The procedure is a "turbo"® procedure to satisfy apeed
requirements from OSI User Groups;

3. some conditions to the “"non-Iso" procese to have an
open-to-all-parties-concerned process for the creation of IEPE. The
"genesis® of an 19F hams to be communicated to IS0 to enable a
"non-eurprise” situation where execution of the turbo procedure in
ISO is feagibley

4. the establishment of a task group called Taxonomy Group to function
ag the technical information exchange platform between ISO and OSI
User Groups. The Taxonomy Group shall comprise members from both
environmenta. The tagk of the Taxonomy Group is to prepare and
maintain a catalogue of proposals for ISPs and a clasgification of
ISpa, It is expected that this work will result in the establishment
of a schedule for future ISPs, that it will enable SGFS to prepare a
Plan for its future work and that it will facilitate the guidance of
draft I8Ps through the ISO part of the process of functional
standardization.

Based on the resolutions in N 1911 the Taxonemy Group in its first two
meetings and the Special Group in its second meeting have reached two
resulting documents:
1. I80/TC 97/F8TG N 11 "Pramework for the Taxonomy of ISPs", dealing
withs '
a, purpose of profiles
b. concept of an IBP
c. framework for the taxonomy of 1SPps
d. structure of documentation for ISps
e. procedure for approving draft ISPs
f. ISO/IEC drafting rules adapted for ISPa
2. ISO/TC 97/FSTG N 12 "Directory of I8Pe", dealing with:
a. the taxonemy: ISP identifiers and ISp clasges:
V. transport ISPs (T-profiles)
2. application I8Ps (A-profiles)
3. interchange format ISPs (F=profiles)
b. index of ISP=
€. ISP summary descriptiona
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The documents N 11 and N 12 are two parts of the first verajon in
6dited form of the catalogue and clasgification asked for by the

I80/TC 97 Advisory Group in January 1987. The documents N 1% and N 12
are based upon the technical conclusions reached at the first meeting
of the Taxonomy Group. The conclusions have been digtributed ag
document I80/TC $7 N 1954 (attached) te the members of ISO/TC 97,
I80/TC 184, the OBI User Groups and ITSTC, for congideration., Documents
N 11 and N 12 have been distributed in the same way. '
Additionally the Special Group is working on I8P Taxonomy update and
proposed draft ISP review procedures.

Future work

Many topics in the Framework and Directory of ISPe are under discussion
like binding of (A= and F-)profiles, grouping of T-profiles with equal
binding capabilities (the cell concept), FPeprofiles, the limitation

- for the time being = to 081 subjects only, Other matters for
consideration are: detafling of procedures, the status of the Special
Group in I80/7C 97, the potential broader interest in I80 in functiocnal
standardization e.g. in ISO/TC 184 and the need to ensure the maximum
degree of coordination within 180 by means of some centralized
approach, the establishment of suitable liaisons internal and external
to 150, the need for "public relation” work to achieve proliferation of
interest in functional standardigation, the timing and aynchronization
of interests of the Special Group and the OSI User Groups,

The first proposed draft ISP = probably on FTAM - is expected to ba
submitted in Spring 1988,

Meeting schedule

Taxonomy Group

Meeting nr, 3: November 9-13, 1987 - Ottawa (Canada)
Meeting nr. 4: May 9-13, 1988 - Tokyo (to be confirmed)

Bpecial Group on Punctional Standardiszation
Meeting nr. 3: May 15-17, 1988 - Tokyo (to be confirmed)

Meeting nr. 41 January/February, 19g9 - Copenhagen (to be confirmed)
Meeting nr. 5: October November, 1989 ~ Munich {to be confirmed)

J.W. van den Beld
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Counicil resolution 16/1987

Council,

noting that executive-~level communication between ISO/IEC and the various 0S1
user groups needs to be continued in order to promote and support the most
efficient organizational arrangement for the development of IT standardization

work (both generic and application},
further noting that, with the establishment of JTC 1, there will be an increased

need for organizational responsiveness to the demands on IS0 and IEC to preduce
rapid results in both generic and application areas, which will require closer
monitoring and more flexible applicaticn of available ISO/1EC resources,

approves the establishment of a joint ISO/IEC Information Technology (IT)
Resources Support Group, and

adopts the joint recommendations of the ISO Secretary-General and IEC General
Secretary on the terms of reference and membership of that group as set out in

annex 3 te ISO/Council 1987 - 9,1/1.

Council resolution 17/1987

Council,

noting the willingness of the OSI user groups to help ISO/1EC IT committees in
planning and prioritizing their work programmes and to establish testing and
validation systems, and being of the opinion that the most efficient
communication possible should exist at the technical committee level between all

interested parties,

decides to establish a new type of publication called "International
Standardized Profile", with the status of an International Standard, under the

following provisions: ;

- proposals for International Standardized Profiles. may be put forward by

any member body, or through a planning operation of JIC 1 acting
cooperatively with OSI user groups and entrusted with the preparation of
internationally harmonized proposals for draft international standardized

profiles;

- the timing for the completion of IS0 processing, member body approval,
and publication is targeted at seven to ten months (shortening the
six-month DIS letter ballot to three months, and including review by the

planning group);

- a taxonomy group will maintain a classified catalogue of proposals for
International Standardized Profiles, to be published as an ISO technical
report. The taxonomy group will comprise experts from wember bodies,
originating organizations (OSI user_groups) and liaison organizations (e.g.

CCITT); and

invites the Secretary-General in consultation with relevant member bodies to
establish a special type of liaison with the OSI user groups for the planning
and coordination of International Standardized Profiles.
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ANNEX 3 to
I60/COUNCIL 1887 = 9,1/1

JOINT RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SRCRETARIZS-GENERAL RELATING _TO DISCUSSION OF THE
JEC GENERAL POLICY COMMITTEE AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD CONCERRING JTEC DECISIONS

Joint Information Technology (IT) resources support group

The principle of establishing such o group as proposed in documents
IS0/Executive Board 33 and 54 was endorsed by the IEC General Policy Coumittse
(GPC) on 7 April 1987, snd by the 130 Exacutivs Board on 12 May 1687,

1f similar approval 1a obtsined from both Coupeils, tha two Secretaries-General
recommend to establigh such a joint group as follews:

3

Zarms_of reference
The group's main function shall be to seek to improve and faeilitate the
provision of administrative rescurces needed to service the Tapidly expanding
vork in the information technology field, The group, made up of executives of
1580 mamber bodies and IEC national committees having major resource suppert
roles in the IT work, will also provide the primary forum for executive-level
dizlogue with the major new Opan Systems Interconnection User Groups (0SI Ugar
Groups; e.g. COS, MAP/IOP, POSI, SPAG, etc.). The terma of reference of the
group are:

a) to maintain an overview of internarienal <(nformation technolegy
atandardization work (ineluding telecommunications) taking account of the
expectations of vendors and users for both geoeric and applications
standards;

b) to provide an engoing forum for exscutive-lgvel discussions with the
main external organizations (including ITU: CCIIT and CCIR) eencerned with
information technology standardization st the internstional laval;

€) to advise ISO/IEC Couneils, through the Executive Board and the General
Policy Committee, on the provision and allocation of rescurces needed by
180/1EC technical committees working on informacion technology standards.,

Memberahip

The group's membership shall be subject to yearly review by the IRC General
Policy Committee and the IS0 Executive Board and shall initially be as follows:

* Chairman: the Sacretary=-Genaral of IS0 ox a representative appointed
by hin .
Vice-Chairman: the General Sscratary of IEC or a representativa appointed
by him

The chairoanship and vica-chairmanship to rotats on a twvo-yearly basis batween
180 gnd I1XC.

Hanberg: the chief staff executivas* of ISO member bodias and 1XC
national copmittees holding the sacretariats of technical
committees and sub-committeas Invelved it the field of
information tschnolegy. ' '

*The chief staff sxecutive is undarstood to be that individual having ongoing
responsibilicy for provision of national resources for adminiatering
incarnational work,
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