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2025 Sofia Meeting Invitation and
Information

Welcome to the Summer 2025 WG21 meeting to be held
June 16-21, 2025 at the Grand Hotel Millennium, Sofia, Bulgaria

89B, Vitosha Blvd

We are happy to invite you to the Summer 2025 WG21 Meeting in Sofia.
Please find all the detailed information below, and don't miss the key dates:
o After December 15, 2024 - the number of available discounted rooms at

Millennium Hotel will be limited.
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e April 14, 2025 - closing of discounted booking link (see it shared below)
e June16-21,2025 - WG21 meeting

General Information

Registration

The Grand Hotel Millennium is located in Sofia's city center, providing an
excellent opportunity to attend the WG21 meetings and explore the heart of

the Bulgarian capital city.

The venue offers discounted rates (breakfast included) from June 13 until

June 22. A limited number of rooms are available on-site, so you'd better
register early! Please use the dedicated link, which contains the discount
already applied -
http://bookings.ihotelier.com/bookings.jsp?grouplD=4427585&hotellD=110569

The number of available rooms will be limited by half after December 15,
2024. Please book beforehand to guarantee a discounted stay. Please note
that the discounted booking link will be open until_April 14, 2025. Still, we can

not guarantee room availability after December 15, 2024.

Several other hotels are within walking distance, but the Millennium is the

most convenient option since the meeting will be held there.

Currency

Bulgaria is not yet part of the eurozone and most places work only with the
local Bulgarian currency lev/ leva [ BGN. The conversion rate to the EUR is
fixed and 1 EUR is roughly 2 leva. In most places in Sofia, you can pay with a
credit card, but we advise you to ask in advance whether credit card

payments are accepted. It would be handy to have a small amount of local
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currency. Next to the hotel, there's a bank offering currency exchange
services, along with an available ATM. Banks and ATMs can also be found at

the airport. Read more.
Visa

Since January 1, 2007, the Republic of Bulgaria has been applying the
European Union’'s Common Visa Policy, subject to the terms of the Accession
Treaty. Bulgaria has recently become a Schengen member, and the EU
internal air and sea border checks have been lifted which means that there
are no additional checks for visitors coming by air from another Schengen
member country in Europe. In case a visa is required, please contact us if you

need any assistance. Read more.
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Getting to Sofia

Sofia is easily accessible via Sofia International Airport (SOF), located just 10
km from the city center. Taxis, hotel shuttles, and public transportation (metro
and buses) are available to reach your destination. The airport is serviced by
numerous international airlines, ensuring convenient flight options from most
major cities in Europe.

SOF Terminal 2 is metro-serviced and transportation from Terminal 1 to
Terminal 2 is free of charge. Taxis are affordable and we advise you to use a
taxi service from the official partner of Sofia Airport (currently it is Yellow Taxi).
You will find a taxi queue around the corner to the right as you walk out of the
airport. Avoid accepting occasional taxi ride offers at the airport as they are
usually 5-10 times more expensive. Additionally, pay attention to the exact
name of the taxi company. More information can be found on the airport’s

official website: https://sofia-airport.eu/en/access/transportation/

Organization & Sponsorship
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The organizing institutions are the BDS (Bulgarian Institute for
Standardization) and Chaos. While Chaos generously sponsors us, we are
looking for additional sponsors to cover the costs of our ever-growing

attendance.

Tourist Information

Sofia, Bulgaria's vibrant capital, blends rich history with modern charm.
Visitors can explore landmarks like the Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, the
ancient Roman ruins of Serdica, and the beautiful Vitosha Mountain nearby.
The city offers a lively mix of cultural experiences, local cuisine, and vibrant
nightlife, making it a delightful destination for travelers.

Tours and visits

For those interested in exploring Sofia, here are a few city tour ideas:
e Walking Tour of Sofia’'s Landmarks — Discover key sites like Alexander

Nevsky Cathedral, St. George Rotunda, and the National Palace of
Culture, all while learning about the city's rich history.
e Vitosha Mountain Tour — Take a short trip to Vitosha Mountain for hiking

or enjoy panoramic views of the city from the Vitosha Nature Park.
e Day Trip to Rila Monastery — For a more immersive experience, consider

a day trip to the UNESCO-listed Rila Monastery, one of Bulgaria’s most

stunning religious and cultural sites.

Each option offers a unique perspective on the city’s history, culture, and

natural beauty.
Language

Spending a small amount of time to learn the phonetic reading of cyrillic
letters is useful even for non-speakers as many words are shared with other
European languages. Read more. You'll also be getting a taste of Bulgarian
history as the Early Cyrillic alphabet was developed during the 9th century AD

at the Preslav Literary School in the First Bulgarian Empire. Read more.
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Before you depart, install the Google Translate app on your mobile phone
and download the Bulgarian language database. The camera-based instant
translations are super helpful for restaurant menus and the like. Still, it is good

to know that most young Sofia citizens speak English well.

Explore Bulgaria on Your Own

Bulgaria is a beautiful country worth exploring. One of the top local
destinations is the Black Sea. If you prefer mountains and lakes, Rila, Pirin,
Rhodope and Stara Planina mountain resorts are nearby. If you would like to

learn about Europe’s ancient history, visit places such as Belogradchik Rocks,

Valley of Thracian Kings and Perperikon. Read more.

If you are planning on organizing your summer vacation before or after the
meeting, you can contact us for more information about local travel

agencies.

Safety

According to Eurostat and Numbeo, Bulgaria’'s safety levels are around the

average for an EU member country.

We are looking forward to meeting you in Sofia!
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